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CHAPTER VI.
IN spite of the ingenuity I expended, in
order to imbibe as small a quantity of Latin
and Greek as was possible, and of the number
of persons, whom I have so frequently heard
declaiming against the exclusive attention paid
to their attainment, and with whom, during my
pupillage, I entirely coincided, I cannot help
smiling at the extent to which I have since
ratted in this respect Now that I am no longer
forced to profit by such studies, I have arrived
at the conviction of their necessity. If a know-
ledge of our own language be desirable, they
afford the only means of understanding the
true import of the words which constitute it;
and when, at times, I have sufficient diffidence
to suspect my own capabilities of forming a cor-
rect opinion in the matter, and examine into
that of others, I have to acknowledge, not
only that the advocates of the dead languages
are the most competent judges, but that the
persons who oppose them the most strenu-
ously, are invariably those who are the least
conversant with them; while the former, again,
are rarely heard to regret the time expended in